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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 21 defines a computer program product 
embodying functional descriptive material. However, the claim does not define a 
computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-20 and 22-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ito et al. (US Pat. No. 7,336,891). 
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3. Consider claim 1 . Ito et al. teaches a system for converting DVD based video 
recording formats among each other, comprising: a reader unit for reading source data 
organized in a DVD-source format from a DVD-source medium; an input module 
coupled with the reader unit for receiving data from the source medium; a writer unit for 
writing destination data organized in a destination format on a DVD-destination medium; 
an output module coupled with said writer unit for supplying data to be written, wherein 
said input module is adapted to provide source data in at least the DVD-source format 
and a generic DVD-format, and said output module is adapted to get data from said 
input module in one of said offered DVD-formats depending on the DVD-destination 
format (col. 3, line 46 - col.4, line 62; col. 5, lines 24-62; fig. 2). 

4. Consider claim 2. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein said input 
module comprises a data format analysing unit for detecting and analysing the DVD- 
source format (col. 4, lines 49-67). 

5. Consider claim 3. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein said input 
module comprises a converting unit for converting said source data in said DVD-source 
format in said generic DVD-format upon request of said output module (col. 5, lines 24- 
62). 

6. Consider claim 4. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein said output 
module comprises a converting unit for converting said data requested from and 
supplied by said input module into said DVD-destination format (col. 5, lines 24-62). 
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7. Consider claim 5. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein said DVD- 
source and destination formats are DVD+R VR, DVD+RW VR, DVD-RW VR, DVD-RAM 
VR, DVD-R VR and DVD-Video (col. 1, lines 49-62). 

8. Consider claim 6. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein said generic 
DVD-format contains information common to all DVD-source and destination formats 
(col. 3, lines 31-42; fig 1). 

9. Consider claim 7. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 6, wherein said information 
comprises at least recording and chapter information (col. 3, lines 31-42; fig. 1). 

10. Consider claim 8. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 4, wherein said converting 
unit of said output module is adapted to get selected data being part of a further DVD- 
format provided by said input module (col. 5, lines 24-62). 

1 1 . Consider claim 9. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , comprising a video 
converter unit coupled with said output module for converting video data on said source 
medium into a format required by said output module (col. 5, lines 24-62). 

12. Consider claim 1 0. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , comprising a data 
allocation unit assigned to said write unit for allocating space on said DVD-destination 
medium when data is not immediately available for writing (col. 5, lines 24-62). 

1 3. Consider claim 11. Ito et al. teaches a system of claim 1 , comprising a file- 
system driver unit assigned to said reader unit for reading data on the DVD-source 
medium in a file-system (fig. 2). 

14. Consider claim 12. Ito et al. teaches a method for converting any video recording 
source format of data stored on a DVD-source medium into a desired video recording 
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destination format, comprising the steps of analysing source data on a DVD-source 
medium for determining the DVD-source format; providing said source data in at least 
said DVD-source format and a generic DVD-format; getting data in one of said offered 
DVD-formats depending on the DVD-destination format; parsing said source data into 
said requested DVD-format; and parsing said data provided in said requested DVD- 
format into said DVD-destination format (col. 3, line 46 - col.4, line 62; col. 5, lines 24- 
62; fig. 2). 

1 5. Consider claim 1 5. Ito et al. teaches a method of claim 1 2, wherein said steps of 
analysing, providing and parsing said source data are performed by an input module 
and said steps of getting and parsing said data are performed by an output module (col. 

3, line 46 - col. 4, line 62; fig. 2). 

16. Consider claim 16. Ito et al. teaches a method of claim 1 2, wherein the step of 
requesting data in one of said offered DVD-formats comprises the step of determining 
which of the provided DVD-formats matches best with the DVD-destination format (col. 

4, lines 49-67). 

1 7. Consider claim 1 7. Ito et al. teaches a method of claim 1 2, wherein for elements 
in said DVD-destination format having no correspondence in said requested data , 
corresponding data is searched and requested in the remaining provided DVD-formats 
(col. 5, ines 24-62). 

18. Consider claim 20. Ito et al. teaches a method of claim 1 9, wherein the step of 
writing said data is performed without using extra temporary storage (fig. 2). 
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19. Consider claim 22. Ito et al. teaches a system for converting DVD based video 
recording formats among each other, comprising: a reader unit for reading source data 
organized in any DVD-source format from a DVD-source medium; a writer unit for 
writing destination data organized in any DVD-destination format on a DVD-destination 
medium; a processing unit coupled with the reader unit for receiving data from the 
source medium and coupled with said writer unit for supplying data to be written, 
wherein said processing unit is adapted to convert DVD-source data in any DVD-source 
format into DVD-destination data in any DVD-destination format (col. 3, line 46 - col.4, 
line 62; col. 5, lines 24-62; fig. 2). 

20. Claims 13, 14, 18, 19, 23-43 are rejected using similar reasoning as the 
corresponding claims above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21 . Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito et al. 
(US Pat. No. 7,336,891) in view of Okuyama (US Pat. No. 7,327,939). 

22. Consider claim 21 . Ito et al. teaches all claimed limitations as stated above, 
except a computer program product stored on a computer usable medium. 
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However, Okuyama teaches a computer program product stored on a computer 
usable medium (col. 12, lines 10-22). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to use, to provide a computer program product stored on a 
computer usable medium, in order to implement and execute format conversion on a 
computer. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MISHAWN DUNN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 aM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MISHAWN DUNN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
February 27, 2008 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



